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Grade 11 Life Orientation Exam

Careers & Career Choices

 Term 1&2 2016

Possible examination questions: Topic – Careers and Career Choices

Note to Teacher: Please ensure that your selection of questions is of such a nature that your question paper satisfies the requirements regarding Bloom’s taxonomy.

REMINDER: Many of the exam questions are similar or overlap. This is a bank of questions from
                   which you must select / extract questions for your question paper.
SECTION A
MULTIPLE CHOICE

1.1. There are funding options for learners to study after Grade 12. Choose the best 

       answer from the options given. Write only the correct letter next to the question number 
       (1.1.1. = C).

1.1.1. A bursary is:

          A. an amount that is given to you to help you pay to study a a higher education 

              institution

          B. a sum of money you borrow from a bank

          C. money paid by the lotto when you win a scratch-card prize

          D. school fees.

1.1.2. A scholarship is:

          A. money you borrow and need to pay back

          B. obtainable if your marks are lowest in the class

          C. money that you use to buy a car

          D. money awarded to you by an organisation because you did well at school in 

              your studies or at sport.

1.1.3. A study loan is:

          A. university fees

          B. money lent to you by a bank, company or a business so that you can study

          C. SETA funding

          D. money you borrow from your teachers to buy food.
1.1.4. A learnership is:
          A. a job that pays you while you are studying; you study the theory at a higher 

              education institution and practice what you have learnt in your job

          B. a course you take at university

          C. a study style

          D. learning how to work on a ship.

1.1.5. The abbreviation SETA stands for:

          A. Special Education and Training Services

          B. Sector Education and Training Authority

          C. Second Education and Training Authority

          D. Study Education and Training Advice





  5x1=(5)

1.2. There are various NQF levels, types of qualifications and number of credits required. 
       Choose the best answer from the options given. Write only the correct letter next to the 

       question number (1.2.1. = C).

1.2.1. A bachelor’s degree:
          A. usually includes work experience

          B. provides you with comprehensive and specialised knowledge

          C. enables you to follow a career as a professional

          D. enables you to work in a specific industry, for example, tourism.

1.2.2. The number of credits is related to how long it will take you to get the qualification 

          and how hard you will have to work. One credit equals … hours of study time.

          A.   5

          B. 10

          C. 15

          D. 20

1.2.3. BAHons, BScHons (Microbiology) are examples of:
          A. postgraduate qualifications

          B. undergraduate qualifications

          C. GET qualifications

          D. FET qualifications.

1.2.4. … are institutions that offer both university and university of technology qualifications.
          A. SETAs
          B. Universities of technology
          C. Further Education and Training colleges

          D. Comprehensive universities

1.2.5. The National Qualifications Framework (NQF) has … levels.

          A.   4

          B. 10

          C. 15

          D. 20











  5x1=(5)

TRUE OR FALSE
1.3. State whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE. If false, provide the correct 

       Statement.
1.3.1. The definition of a learnership – A contract between a learner, employer and a
          training provider for a specified period leading to acquisition of National Qualifications and/or
         credits towards National Qualifications
1.3.2. Comprehensive universities are institutions that offer both university and university 

          of technology qualifications.

1.3.3. A Bachelor of Science (BSc) and a Bachelor of Commerce (BCom) are both post-

          graduate qualifications. 

1.3.4. A diploma provides you with a broad education and enables you to follow a career 

          as a professional.
1.3.5. The promotion requirements for the NSC allows you to fail one subject (less than 30%) 

          if you have completed all the school-based assessments in the subject.
1.3.6. National Senior Certificate subjects that are recognised for entry to higher certificate, 

          diploma and degree courses each have a credit value of 10, except for Life Orientation.
1.3.7. The learnership system is organised by the SETAs.
1.3.8. Different higher education institutions and programmes require the same specific 

          combination of recognised NSC subjects and admission points scores.
1.3.9. Each type of financial assistance has its own obligations in terms of whether or not 

          you need to repay it, and how you need to repay it.
1.3.10. What you study, and where you study, depends solely on what you can afford to pay.
PROVIDE A TERM

1.4. Provide a term for each of the following statements / definitions:
1.4.1. A list of NSC subjects of which you must choose four if you want to study for a degree 

          at a university.

1.4.2. Institutions that offer both university and university of technology qualifications.

.

1.4.3. The rating system that gives points for your marks that you get in your NSC examinations.

1.4.4. The tests that some institutions may require you to write for admission.
1.4.5. Industry bodies set up by the Minister of Labour with the task to develop and 
          implement a sector-specific skills development plan.




  5x1=(5)
SECTION B
2.1. Examine the final Grade 12 marks of the following learners and answer the questions that 

       follow.

	LEARNER 1
	English Home Language – 51%

Afrikaans 1st Additional Language – 41%

Mathematical Literacy – 37%

Life Orientation – 50%

Computer Applications Technology – 62%

History – 39%

Visual Arts – 35%


	LEARNER 2
	IsiXhosa Home Language – 83%

English 1st Additional Language – 70%

Mathematics -69%

Life Orientation – 84%

Accounting -63%

Geography – 75%

Life Sciences – 54%


	LEARNER 3
	Sepedi Home Language – 55%

English 1st Additional Language – 41%

Mathematics – 48%

Life Orientation 60%

Information Technology – 42%

Physical Sciences – 39%

Design – 37%



2.1.1. Name the types of qualification (for example, a degree, diploma or certificate) for 

          which each learner qualifies to study. Give a reason for each answer.

  3x2=(6)

2.1.2. Which of the three learners cannot study at a university? Give TWO reasons for 
          your answer.









    

                                                                                                                                           1+2=(3)

2.1.3. Give an example of the type of institution at which each learner can go and 

          study.










  3x1=(3)

2.1.4. Suggest a suitable career path for each or the learners, based on their subject 

          choices.










  3x1=(3)
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2.2. Each institution for higher learning uses a points system for calculating students’ 

       admission score points. Table 1 below indicates the general criteria for admission to 

       the University of the Western Cape for 2016. Table 2 indicates the points that a 

       student needs to qualify for a specific faculty. Simon wants to study at the Faculty of
       Arts at this university. His marks are provided in Table 3.
      TABLE 1

	NSC levels
	                     University of the Western Cape points

	Level
	Percentage
	Points for English (*)
	Points for 

Maths or 

Maths Lit
	Points for 

Life 

Orientation
	Points for 

each other subject

	8
	  90 – 100%
	      15
	      15
	        3
	        8

	7
	  80 – 89%
	      13
	      13
	        3
	        7

	6
	  70 – 79%
	      11
	      11
	        2
	        6

	5
	  60 – 69%
	        9
	        9
	        2
	        5

	4
	  50 – 59%
	        7
	        7
	        2
	        4

	3
	  40 – 49%
	        5
	        5
	        1
	        3

	2
	  30 – 39%
	        3
	        3
	        1
	        2

	1
	  20 – 29%
	        1
	        1
	        1
	        1

	
	Less than 20%
	        0
	        0
	        0
	        0


     TABLE 2




       TABLE 3
	Admission requirements for specific faculties
	
	Simon’s percentage achieved and NSC level

	Faculty
	Requirements
	
	Subject
	   %
	NSC level

	Arts
	A minimum of 27 points 

for degree and 23 points 

for diploma studies
	
	English Home 

Language
	45%
	      3

	Education
	A minimum of 27 points 

for degree and 23 points 

for diploma studies
	
	Afrikaans First 

Additional Language
	49%
	      3

	Community and Health Services
	A minimum of 27 points 

for degree and 23 points 

for diploma studies
	
	Mathematical 

Literacy
	56%
	      4

	Science
	A minimum of 27 points 

for degree and 23 points 

for diploma studies
	
	Life Orientation


	53%
	      4

	Law
	A minimum of 34 points

	
	Economic and Management Sciences
	34%
	      2

	Dentistry
	A minimum of 40 points

	
	Accounting


	42%
	      3

	Econ. & Man. Sciences
	A minimum of 30 points

	
	Physical Sciences


	39%
	      2


2.2.1. Calculate Simon’s average percentage and points for general admittance to the 
          University of the Western Cape.







  2x1=(2)
2.2.2. Did Simon achieve the minimum general admittance points for the University of the 

          Western Cape? Give a reason for your answer.




  2x1=(2)
2.2.3. Will he be able to do a BA degree course at his chosen faculty? Provide a detailed 

          explanation for your answer.







  3x1=(3)

2.2.4. What advice would you give Simon about his chosen academic course at the 

          University of the Western Cape?







  2x1=(2)

2.2.5. Why, in your opinion, are minimum requirements for a degree, diploma and certificate 

          studies necessary?









  2x1=(2)
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2.3. Read the information regarding an entrance scholarship available at Wits University in 

       Johannesburg. Note: this case study serves only as an example.
[image: image1]
2.3.1. What is a scholarship?








          (1)

2.3.2. Tracey achieved five distinctions in her Grade 12 NSC, including a distinction for 
          Life Orientation. Is she eligible for a scholarship at Wits?



          (1)
2.3.3. If so, how big will the scholarship be? Explain your answer.



  2x1=(2)

2.3.4. How will Tracey’s progress be monitored?





          (1)

2.3.5. Are there any obligations that Tracey has to adhere to?



          (1)

2.3.6. What does the acronym NSFAS stand for?





          (1)

2.3.7. In your opinion, why do you think that Wits University does not take Life Orientation 

          into account for a distinction?







  2x1=(2)
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2.4. Read the case study below and answer the questions that follow:
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2.4.1. Do Kim’s NSC results meet the requirements for a degree, diploma and certificate 

          course? Explain your answer.







  2x1=(2)

2.4.2. Why, in your opinion, are minimum requirements for degree, diplomas and certificate 

          studies necessary?









  2x1=(2)

2.4.3. Discuss THREE factors, other than her results, which Kim will have to take into 

          consideration when deciding on what course to study.                                            3x2= (6)

2.4.4. Although many tertiary institutions do not take your Life Orientation Admission Points 

          Score (APS) into consideration for entrance requirements, they still take a careful look 

          at your Life Orientation mark. Why do you think that this is the case?

          (1)
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2.5. Read case study 1 and case study 2 below and answer the questions that follow.


2.5.1. List the types of financial assistance that Sipho received. Explain how they helped 
          him.











  2x2=(4)
2.5.2. Critically discuss what else the financial assistance has allowed Sipho and Ricita to 

          do, besides pay for their studies.







  4x1=(4)

2.5.3. Critically discuss what Ricita means when she says that a bursary gave her ‘a 

          future’.










  4x1=(4)
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2.6. Answer the following questions on financial assistance:
2.6.1. Which financial option would be most suitable for you? Give a reason.

  2x1=(2)

2.6.2. When would you start investigating your options (explain why) and who will be 

          able to assist you (explain why)?







  2x1=(2)
2.6.3. Advise the following learners by giving them recommendations on how to make 

          informed decisions and choices about their financial options:
          (a) Xolo lives in Nomzamo Squatter Camp. He does very well at school, but does 

               not know how he will fund his civil engineering studies.

          (b) Paul has been a hard-working, but average learner. His dream is to learn more 

               about the building industry. Owing to the fact that he cannot afford further education, 

               he is planning to look for work after school.





  2x2=(4)
2.6.4. Compare a learnership and an internship.





  4x1=(4)
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SECTION C
3.1. Career information and information on work opportunities become outdated quite quickly. 

       Don’t ever rely on what somebody said or what you read in an old career book – keep 

       yourself updated by always keeping yourself informed. Once you have done that, you can 

       apply for financial assistance to study the course of your choice.
Write an essay on financial assistance  in which you do the following:

       ● Discuss FOUR ways on to how to stay up-to-date with career, study and financial 
          support information









  4x2=(8)

       ● discuss how to apply for financial assistance.





          (7)
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3.2. South Africa has a range of world-class Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs). Obtaining 
       good qualifications, however, can be expensive and not everyone can afford to pay for 
       them. The good news is that there are options for financial assistance to study further. 

       This means that the gates of learning are not closed for students who can’t afford it. 

       However, one has to remember that financial assistance often comes with certain 

       obligations.
       Write an essay on financial assistance in which you:

       ● Provide a reason why it is important for you to work hard and do well in you Grade 

          11 year










          (1)

       ● Identify and compare THREE types of institutions in South Africa where higher 
          learning takes place in terms of their qualifications that they offer


  3x2=(6)
       ● Analyse bursaries and study loans as financial assistance options to fund higher 
          learning.










  4x2=(8)
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Wits Scholarships for Matriculants





If you score between one and three distinctions (80% and above or a rating of 7), you may be eligible for a scholarship which is worth 


R1 500 for each distinction.





If you score between four and six distinctions, each distinction will be worth R4 000 for your first year of study. The scholarship is to be used for tuition fees and excludes residence fees, notes and any other miscellaneous expenses.





Conditions apply. These include:


● Conditions relating to passing criteria at mid-year (as determined by 


   your faculty) will be part of the scholarship.


● Mid-year assessment determines whether reversal of the scholarship 


   will be made after a July progress report. Depending on the report, 


   you may be liable immediately for half the fees.


● The scholarship is for a maximum of six designated subjects only 


   and excludes Life Orientation.


● A contract whereby you undertake to accept conditions must be 


   signed.


● Scholarship students are still eligible for NSFAS funding (the 


   difference between the scholarship and the cost of being at university


   may be covered by NSFAS).








Kim wants to study to become a dental hygienist. After careful consideration, she decides to apply to Wits to do either a diploma or a degree course. She meets the university pre-admission selection requirements for her chosen career field, based on her Grade 11 marks, and she is conditionally admitted. The National Senior Certificate below shows the marks she obtained at the end of Grade 12.





SENIOR CERTIFICATE


Awarded to


KIM VERMEULEN





Identity number				98060 440 37 84


Subjects passed


English Home Language				65%			5


Afrikaans First Additional Language		62%			5


Mathematics						67%			5


Life Orientation						72%			6


Life Sciences						63%			5


Business Studies						50%			4


Physical Science						63%			5








CASE STUDY 1: Ngibonga kakkulu!


My name is Sipho Manisi and I come from the township of Imbali in Piietermaritzburg. I am the eldest of four children and I have a bursary. I’m currently in my third year of study for a Bachelor of Science degree with Physics and Chemistry as my major subjects at Rhodes University.





University was a far-off dream for me as a child growing up with a single mother. She struggled to put me through primary school. Fortunately at high school I was awarded a full scholarship at Carter High School. But even with this financial burden lifted, the struggle continued.





When I was in matric, my LO teacher gave me a form to apply for a bursary. I wasn’t very sure if I would get anything. But then I was informed that I had been awarded a bursary for my undergraduate degree. The childhood dream of university was becoming a reality.





This opportunity has allowed me to dream even bigger! I now wish to pursue further academic study in the fields of Physics and Chemistry up to the highest level. I have also developed my leadership skills in all the workshops offered at Rhodes. My new friendships with fellow students will last a lifetime.





Adapted from http://careerwise.co.za/index.php?pg=success_c_mkhize)





CASE STUDY 2: A blessing





My name is Ricita Adams. There was a time in my life when I knew I had to wake up and attend school. My goals were clear and my vision was to achieve my goals. My journey started when I passed my NSC and went to the University of the Free State. Coming from a family that barely survived, I knew it wouldn’t be easy.





Then my professor gave us bursary application forms. My whole life changed when I was successful and granted a Mining Qualifications Authority (MQA) bursary for my BSc (Hons) Geology degree. The bursary didn’t just pay for my tuition fees, textbook allowance, housing allowance and food allowance. It also paid me in my vacation for Harmony Gold Mine and Anglo American Thermal Coal.





I remember how happy my mom was when I bought her a four-plate stove and curtains. She had always longed for those items. Now I could provide those things for her with the money I received from the MQA for doing vacation work at the mines.





After successfully completing my degree, my career started with Venmyn Rand in Sandton as a Junior Geologist. The I joined Foskor for whom I’m still working as a Mine Geologist.





All of this could not have been possible without my MQA bursary. Today I am a professional geologist and I didn’t have to work back or pay back the money they spent on giving me a future.





Adapted from http://www.career.co.za/index.php?pg=success_r-adam
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